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A significant amount of research has difficult situation because they often are 
been conducted on ways to reduce abuse dependent on the abuser and have little 
against women and children, but very lit- possibility of moving or otherwise ending 
tle research has been done on the domes- the abusive relationship. 
tic abuse of elderly persons. The lack of 
a good understanding of elder abuse and Preventing repeat episodes of 
its consequences is wolTisome. The U.S. elder abuse 
Bureau of the Census predicts that by 
2030, the population over age 65 will Along with increased awareness of the 

nearly triple to more than 70 million peo- need to respond decisively to elder abuse 

nlr and nlrler neoule will make uo more has come an increased appreciation that 
r-- - - - - -  ,~ ~ . 
than 20 percent of the population (up elder abuse, like spousal violence and 

from 12.3 percent in 1990)' other forms of family abuse, is a com- 
plex problem. Arrest, prosecution, abus- 

Estimates from the National Center on 
Elder Abuse show an increase of 150 
percent in reported cases of elder abuse 
nationwide since 1986.' Virtually all 
State agencies charged with addressing 
the problem of elder abuse reported 
increases in their caseloads over the 
past decade? 

Clinical accounts have documented 
severe emotional distress and an in- 
creased mortality rate among mistreat- 

er education, social services for victims, 
and medical assistance each address 
different parts of the problem, but none 
alone provides an effective solution. 
Therefore, coordination among agencies 
has become more and more common. 

Strategies for coordinated community 
responses typically are planned by com- 
mittees composed of staff from police, 
prosecution, and probation agencies as 
well as representatives from counseling 

abused elders often exhibit higher levels It has become commonplace for victim 
of depression than nonabused elders.' advocates to work with police officers, 
Elder abuse victims are in an especially following up on family violence calls 
















