


the release of a larger number of dangerous felons. Mass, nominal 
probation is ineffective and efforts are being made to develop inten- 
sive probation programs. Another alternative, fines, is little applied 
in the Unitd States where a large percent of the fines are not paid, 
mostly because the judges have no information about the capacity to 
pay of the persons sentenced. Failures in probation, fines and com- 
munity orders are not pursued properly. 

The third theme is the present stage of the sentencing reform 
movement. The Federal Sentencing Commission and the commis- 
sions of a good number of states have promulgated guidelines for 
sentencing. The work of these commissions is to eliminate dispa- r 

rity and keeping some principle in the task of sentencing. It is 
important to note the achievements in Minnesota where very few 
judges depart from the guidelines, in which case their sentences are 
subject to appellate review. 

Mr. Moms has two proposals to bring these three themes into con- 
junction. The first is that the United States starts being serious about 
nonincarcerative sentences seeing that the law keeps its promises 
and enforce the alternative sanctions properly. The second proposal 
starts from the fact that guidelines are laid out as a chart in which 
the vertical axis represents ten levels of severity of the offense and 
the horizontal axis representes seven levels for a convict's criminal 
history. The presumptive sentences is to be found in the intersection E 

of the two lines. For a certain range of combinations the presumptive 
sentence is imprisonment; for all others is some alternative. At 
present the grid covers just the prison sentences. The other sanctions 
are undefined. According to Mr. Morris all areas of the grid should 
be filled in such a way that desert and deterrence are always the 
guidelines for sentencing. He advocates a large grid in which all 
sanctions - prison and all the different alternatives - are contem- 
plated so that these charts do no just provide imprisonment or an inef- 
fective measure equivalent to nothing. 

Artido conteniendo parcialmente el Informe pmducido en ocasi6n del 
XW aniversario del Vera Institute of Justice con sede en Nueva York, Esta- 
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